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Referral Pathway for Videofluoroscopy (VF)
Swallow Assessment at RHC, Glasgow

Referral by Medical
Team Member

Has the patient had recent clinical
assessment of swallow by a Speech and
Language Therapist (SalLT)?

Refer to child’s Liaise with child’s

local SaLT Team SalT re: referral
for a clinical form and complete
assessment medical consent

Referral
by SaLT

Liaise with most appropriate member of
medical team with ongoing responsibility
/ care for patient to discuss referral and
request that they provide medical consent
for procedure.

Medical consent can be provided
together with the required referral form
information (completed by local SalLT) or

as a separate letter/ email to:

susan.grosse@nhs.net

SalLT at RHC, Glasgow or
alternatively via Trakcare to SalLT.

VF Swallow Team (RHC,
Glasgow SalLT/ Radiology)
vet referral and appoint
as appropriate

Appointment scheduled and
local SalLT invited to attend
together with patient

Report is then sent to all relevant
personnel involved in ongoing
management of child’s
eating, drinking and swallowing
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FAQs

e | am a Speech and Language Therapist (SalLT), why do | need medical consent when | am the
professional assessing the patient’s swallow?

Answer: Medical consent is required for two reasons:

1.  Legal — we are obliged by law to have an authorised referral for a (relatively high dose)
examination requiring radiation. This is almost always a medical practitioner.

2. Clinical - the outcome of the assessment may require clinical intervention (including medical/
surgical) that is best done as part of a multidisciplinary team and may include onward referral.

e | am a Consultant Paediatrician / Surgeon, why do | require a SalT assessment prior to referring
for Videofluoroscopy (VF)?

Answer:

1. This is standard good practice as outlined in following position paper:
www.rcslt.org/members/publications/publications2/videofluoroscopic_position_paper2013

2.  The outcome of the assessment will require ongoing management by a SaLT.

e Why has the process of referral changed since the procedure moved from the Dental Hospital to
RHC, Glasgow?

Answer:

There has been NO change in referral protocol since VF has been transferred to RHC, Glasgow.
We have been obliged to change our referral form as part of the legal requirement to be a
largely SalLT led service.
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